fundamental to the war experience." (Gerster and Pierce, 2004) Viewed within this context, war becomes a facilitator rather than an inhibitor of travel.
Utilizing my archive of some 30,000 letters written by civilian and military American women during the Second World War, this paper demonstrates how the cataclysmic events of that war expanded the geographical centers and states of knowledge of these women both at home and abroad as they traveled to distant and remote areas, met new people, took on new jobs, encountered different cultures and ways of life, and established themselves and their families in unknown locations. (Bennet, 1943; Fowler, 1943; Packard, 1944 , Soldiers' wives give up home and job for camp life with husbands, 1942) Women's wartime letters provide perceptive insights into heretofore unexplored but fundamental aspects about wartime travel. These letters are honest accounts written "at the scene" and for a limited audience and with little idea that scholars would one day be interested in their content. Better than any available primary source, they capture the emotions and experiences of the millions of American women who can rightly be described as enforced wartime tourists.
Despite the wide-ranging significance of women's wartime travel, scholars have paid only scant attention to these enforced tourists and the challenges that they encountered. While important studies about late-nineteenth and early twentieth-century women travelers have been published, these works have focused on women's selfpropelled, leisure journeys of exploration and self discovery. (Allen 1998; Harper, 2001; Mills, 1998; Pratt, 1992; Smith, 2001; Wesley, 1999) By contrast, the wartime travels of World War II women were forced upon them by the unparalleled events of the war years.
Women traveled to remote destinations for practical and specific reasons: to be near loved ones, to seek out new jobs, or to assume assignments at military postings. On those occasions when recreational travel did occur, it usually came about as a consequence of the exigencies of the war -not because women were seeking out leisure travel.
In their letters to friends and loved ones, United States women regularly commented on their enforced travels and new circumstances as well as their changing and expanding geopolitical horizons. Letter writers mapped out the events of their daily lives in their letters as they sought to prepare loves ones for the changes they were undergoing.
They provided detailed descriptions of their growing sense of their place in the world, and they solicited information from correspondents about new and unusual experiences. (Benjamin, 1943; Green and Murphy, 1943; Maulsby, 1945 ; Navy wives at Key West, 1943; Island of Navy wives, 1942; Valentine, 1944) Women could find a great deal of advice in the press on how to ease the difficulties of traveling. They were told what to pack and "how to live in a trunk." (Beveridge, 1944; Gordon, 1943; Holbrook, 1944; How to live in a trunk, 1942; Kas and Thompson, 1944) The special problems associated with traveling on crowded trains and busses with young children were widely discussed. Mothers were exhorted to avoid the logistical problems associated with carrying too much luggage, but at the same time, to bring sufficient diapers, bottles, baby food, and other necessities. (Kenyon, 1945; Shultz, 1943; Shultz,1945 ; US Department of Labor, Children's Bureau Publication no. 307,
While preparing for a long train trip with her two-month old daughter to join her Army Air Corps husband at his posting in Louisiana, a young Georgia war wife wrote, "I shall bring as little as possible --now, I will need the cover for her cradle, won't I?" Four days later, she remarked, "I need more than my two bags for both our things. I may send the coffee maker and bassinette on ahead of me. You have an alarm clock, don't you?
Let me know." (Litoff, et al., 1990, 114) Not everyone agreed that service wives should follow their husbands to military bases. Citing the pressures on already overcrowded travel facilities, the Office of War Information urged wives to remain at home. At least some observers described those women who went anyway as "selfish," pointing out that prices were high and conditions 5 near military camps far too crowded. Wives often arrived at bases just as their husbands were about to be shipped overseas. Nevertheless, most wives felt it was important to be with their husbands as long as possible. (Hohman, 1943 Litoff and Smith, 1991, Since You Went Away, 166-171) 7 Audrey Savell made one major move during the war years. Other war wives became modern-day "camp followers" as they crisscrossed the country with their service husbands. (Klaw, 1943; Mayberry, 1984) States. This relocation process sometimes resulted in painful separations. Sonoko Iwata and her three young children were sent to the Colorado River Relocation Camp near Poston, Arizona while her husband, Shigezo Iwata, was detained at the Lordsburg, New
Mexico Internment Camp. After writing an appeal to Attorney General Francis Biddle in which she "solemnly affirm[ed]" that her husband had "at all times been loyal to America and had always cooperated with our government: and that to be considered otherwise was "a dishonor which we cannot bear to face," the family was reunited at Poston in July "I noticed on the farms, mostly the little ones with just a shack for a home, there seems to be no one but the women left to do the work. You see them out taking care of cattle, etc.
It makes one proud to see how the women have picked up where the men left off and are keeping the home fires burning." (Litoff and Smith, 1991, Since You Went Away, 208- 121)
The landscape of industrial/urban America underwent equally striking changes during the wartime years as the proportion of women in the work force increased from 25 percent at the beginning of the war to 36 percent at the war's end. (Campbell, 1984, 101-138; Hartmann, 1982, 77-100) After securing a job at a nearby shipyard, Polly Crow of Louisville, Kentucky proudly proclaimed to her Army husband: "You are now the husband of a career woman --just call me your little Ship Yard Babe!" She described the "grand and glorious feeling" of opening her own checking account, gas rationing and automobile maintenance, the many "wolves" on the swing shift, and what it felt like to join a union. Late in 1944, upon learning that the work of building Landing Ship Tanks at the shipyard would be completed within the next few months, she wrote a letter in which she bemoaned the fact that "my greatly enjoyed working career will come to an end." (Litoff and Smith, 1991 found out why. Six of us hired a car and drove to Fort Valley to see the peach blossoms. It was the Sunday when they were in full bloom and we had been told it was a sight worth seeing. There are acres of trees. The pink blossoms against a background of a heavenly blue sky was a sight I shall never forget. (Litoff and Smith, 1994, 82-93) Trickey wrote to her parents about going to performances at the nearby The buzz bombs have stopped for awhile but enemy planes come over and then the ack ack guns start -we see flashes and explosions all along the horizon -we are very close to the fighting.
Everywhere through all these countries we see the havoc of warpiles of bricks and rubble -streets and streets of it -once homes and public buildings, bridges bombed....Not just a few homes but the entire city is gone....
It was a terribly exciting night last night -so much activity all over the place -many enemy planes over head -we could hear them strafing - Your wandering gal has finally come to rest in her South Sea Island Paradise....Gad, is it hot here -The perspiration just rolls off you when you just sit in your underwear -Oh, well, I came to do a job and I can do it out as well as the next guy....This is really a very interesting place -coconut palms, grass houses, odd shells on the beach, huge trees with roots that spread for a half a block and natives with red hair and rings thru their 14 noses -really things I never expected to see. (Litoff and Smith, 1994, 190) WACs stationed in the South Pacific also wrote at great length about the mosquito problem and the threat of catching malaria. Sergeant Frances Harden, who arrived in New Guinea in the fall of 1944, took compulsory doses of atabrine as protection against malaria, for "little Annie," the nickname for the anopheles mosquito, was everywhere. Her letters included comments about her "atabrine tan" as atabrine caused the skin to turn various shades of yellow. In one letter she joked, "If all the atabrine pills we've taken were laid end to end, they'd make a 'G String' big enough for Mother Earth." (Litoff and Smith, 1994, 186) American Red Cross women who worked at overseas assignments in the ChinaBurma-India Theater of War composed lengthy letters to their loved ones that described the radically new experiences they were now encountering. A Red Cross worker stationed in Calcutta wrote about visiting "palaces, temples, and some not so pleasant places" as well as going on an evening picnic with "lights from native fires reflected in the river, and the sound of drums beating in the distance. [It was] one of those exotic, breath-taking nights that…only the East can produce because beneath the apparent calm lies an exciting sense of terror produced by wild animals' eyes, and noises as well as the delightful uncertainty about the temper of the natives." (Litoff and Smith, 1994, 197, 206, 208 The following October, with the war now over, Wayman was one of the first WACs to be transferred to Japan to serve with the occupation forces. She wrote to her parents that her flight to Tokyo provided her with a bird's eye view of the "destruction caused by Allied bombing." She noted that "many places [in the city] were completely destroyed -for blocks at a time -and others were scarcely touched." (Litoff and Smith, 1994, 243-244) Over the next several months, she recounted visiting numerous Buddhist shrines and the thrill of seeing Mt.
Fujiyama for the first time. She described having dinner in a Japanese home where she ate with chopsticks and sipped sake, and she also provided an account of attending a "high-type" geisha party where three geisha girls who wore "very lovely kimonos and obis" attended her. (World War II Letters of United States Women)
Military service also enabled African Americans to travel to distant places, meet new people, take on new jobs, and confront new challenges. For both black women and men, however, this almost always occurred within segregated units. Harriet M. West, an
African-American member of the Women's Army Corps, reported on the problems routinely encountered by black WACs traveling in the south. She wrote that the segregated railway coaches they were assigned to were "filthy" and the seats were "black and grimy." She emphasized that railroad workers used "very vile names" and the "most obscene language" when addressing them, often jeering at them and calling them "Niggers." (Litoff and Smith, 1994, 72-74) Despite the segregation and discrimination experienced by blacks in the military, the African-American community demonstrated strong support for the ideals for which World War II was fought, adopting the "Double V" campaign calling for victory over totalitarianism abroad and victory over racism at home.
VI. Imagined and Vicarious Travel for Women on the Home Front
For women who remained at home during the Second World War, the opportunities for imagined and vicarious travel were widespread. One young war wife from New Athens, Illinois wrote to her recently departed husband and said, "I know that with every minute you're going farther away from me. I figure that you are somewhere in Texas now, Darling." (Litoff and Smith, 1991, Since You Went Away, 14-15 
) Isabel
Kidder of Durham, New Hampshire expressed similar sentiments when she commented, "My darling, I call this the first day, for it is the first day in which I do not know where you are. If your ship slipped out into the wideness of ocean last night, to-night, or tomorrow, I shall not know until after the war probably." (Litoff and Smith, 1991, Since You Went Away, 93-100) Indeed, the themes of separation and distance regularly occurred in the letters written by women during World War II.
In their efforts to bridge the miles which separated them from loved ones, war wives often set aside a special time each evening to write letters to husbands stationed far from home. As one letter writer commented, this was "the best time of each twenty-four hours." From the seclusion of their bedrooms, women recalled past events, included information about the day's activities, discussed the whereabouts of relatives and friends, and even symbolically smoked "the last cigg before cutting the light off" just as they had done before the separation. (Litoff et al., 1990, 143-145) Women on the home front listened to radio broadcasts about the war, watched news reels and movies, and carefully read newspaper and magazine articles which and placing the pins in Leyte, but she also noted that "the unconquered territory still looks huge!" (Litoff and Smith, 1991, Since You Went Away, 188) The war maps of Keith Frazier Somerville of Cleveland, Mississippi even spread onto the walls of her bathroom, and she noted in her wartime journal, "Now I have to stand in the tub to follow the African campaigns and we... go so far as to conduct guests into the Maproom." (Somerville, 1943) Across the United States, women envisioned both the extraordinary and quotidian events encountered by loved ones stationed at "far flung" fronts. Flora Southwick of (Litoff and Smith, 1991, Since You Went Away, 82-91) As women confronted the harsh realities of war, they could not avoid envisioning 21 the personal tragedies that might and did occur. Josephine Keutman, a fifty-three year old widow from the Bronx, New York, wrote an emotional and heart-rending letter after learning that her only son had been listed as missing in action following his failure to return from a bombing mission over Poland.
October 25, 1944 To My Darling (where ever you are, come back to me.)
Today is exactly 6 weeks that you went on that fatal mission. Maybe some miracle or gift of God has happened that will enable you to come back to your base or maybe home. God only knows how I am worrying about you so far away from home and maybe being tortured or sick or even wounded...
While I am writing I am being blinded with tears which are running faster than the pen is writing.....I miss you much, my heart is broken.
Love, Mom (Litoff and Smith, 1991, Since You Went Away, 258-261) The return of loved ones from combat provided still another opportunity for women on the home front to ponder and envision the battle front experience. Margaret
Barrow of West Point, Georgia wrote a joyous letter when she learned that her Navy son, who had been wounded in battle, had arrived safely in California. Bet you are confused and mixed up about the "states." All of the boys coming in from the Pacific area seem to be. It must be very primitive and rugged out there. It will seem wonderful to be back in civilization again after you get "adjusted" to we queer beings, the "civilians"....
Lovingly, Mother (Litoff and Smith, 1991, Since You Went Away, 190-194) Of course, thoughts of death and mayhem did not occupy all of women's musings as they contemplated the experiences of loved ones at war. After reading letters from her Army Air Corps husband stationed in England, Marjorie Gaunt of Cranston, Rhode Island remarked: "You must be getting real British cycling around and dining in tea rooms. Do those places look like you expected them to look? When you write those things, I have a definite picture in mind...." (Litoff and Smith, 1991, Since You Went Away, 248-252) As one might expect, questions relating to fidelity and love sometimes emerged in the minds of service wives who were separated from their husbands. When one Army husband failed to report fully about his furlough in Paris, a city once described as the Barbie" --and who knows?? You could be right about it! (Litoff, et al., 1990, 147-148) VII. The Coming of Peace and Women's Growing Geopolitical
Consciousness
The coming of peace in August 1945 provided further opportunities for women at home to visualize events taking place around the world. One young war bride wrote an exuberant letter to her soldier husband in France and exclaimed: "THE WAR IS OVER....Mother and I were listening to the radio when the news first came on --and we were laughing and crying together. I kept saying, `I want to go to Paris' --meaning, I
wanted to go on the air by radio --and sure enough --we did go to Paris --and I felt as if we were there together." (Litoff, et al, 1990, 284-285) In their correspondence, women of the World War II generation readily acknowledged that both they and their loved ones had been dramatically changed by the events of the war. Writing from the Mississippi Delta at the end of August 1945, Keith
Frazier Somerville offered some succinct observations on these changes:
We have lived with war so long--it almost seems forever! It's even hard to remember a time when we weren't hanging over the radio for "the news."...
This has been such a horrible war, and so far flung that even we noncombatants, who have suffered not at all, are exhausted emotionally and mentally trying to keep up with it, do our small parts, and try not to worry. We've lived on a tension for so long that it's going to be hard for all of us to relax. (Litoff and Smith, 1991, Dear Boys, 243-245) On a more personal level, Edith Speert, a supervisor of a federally funded day care spoke for many women and men when she expressed the hope that World War II would mark "the end of war for all time," and "that our children will learn kindness, patience, honesty and the depth of love and trust we have learned, from all of this, without the tragedy of war." (Litoff and Smith, 1991, Since You Went Away, 273) VIII. Conclusion
The geographic horizons of women in the United States were significantly altered and expanded by the events of World War II. As both civilian and military women journeyed to distant areas and encountered new people and ways of life, their view of the world was greatly enhanced. Service wives crisscrossed the continent while women who remained at home vicariously followed the journeys of loved ones. Moreover, the changing landscape of rural and urban America prompted women to travel to new locations in search of war-related jobs that expanded their social and economic roles.
The nearly 400,000 women who served in the military experienced even greater opportunities for travel and adventure than their civilian counterparts. Often assigned to remotes posts around the world, they encountered different customs, cultures, food, and languages and, when possible, they seized the opportunity to visit local tourist sites.
The unanticipated and far-reaching consequences of enforced wartime travel played an important role in transforming the way American women thought about themselves and their world. Utilizing their augmented geopolitical knowledge, women were better prepared to confront the challenges presented by the postwar world.
Although the postwar decade witnessed a renewed interest in motherhood and family that resulted in a return to a more conventional way of life for many women, the extraordinary 29 cultural and political changes experienced by these enforced tourists were not forgotten.
A generation later, these changes would provide the foundation for the rejuvenation of the woman's movement in the United States, and the legacy of the war continues to reverberate in women's lives.
While this paper has examined the specific travel experiences of United States women during World War II, enforced wartime travel was a global phenomenon that resulted in momentous cultural dislocations and change -significantly more so for women in Europe and Asia than for women from the United States. Whether war refugees, concentration camp inmates, partisans, supporters of the resistance, prisoners of war, women in uniform, or soldiers' wives, millions of women across the globe found themselves caught up in a horrendous war that necessitated that they become enforced tourists.
Much has been written about how major wars, dating as far back as Roman times, have given rise to postwar pilgrimages, battlefield tours, and the establishment of commemorative memorials and museums which, in turn, have had an enormous impact on the tourist industry. (Lloyd, 1998 , Piehler, 1995 , Turnbridge and Ashworth, 1996 , Graham, Ashworth, and Turnbridge, 2000 , Wood, 2003 However, with the exception of the work of Robin Gerster and Peter Pierce, the often unanticipated and far-reaching consequences of travel during wartime itself have not been fully explored. (Gerster and Pierce, 2004) As this paper has demonstrated, the exigencies of World War II resulted in a 30 massive expansion of travel opportunities for American women that formed an essential ingredient of their wartime experience. The opportunities for additional studies of travel during wartime abound and will hopefully be replicated for other regions of the world as well as for other times of conflict. Indeed, the far-reaching consequences of wartime travel and the extent to which it transforms the lives of enforced tourists -both women and men, civilian and military -is a largely uncharted topic worthy of considerable attention by scholars.
